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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
The Immaculate Conception is one of the four Dogmas of
Mary we have in the Roman Catholic Church. This dogma
has become so famous in the Christian world that even
many non-Catholics are familiar with the term Immaculate
Conception. Nevertheless, the term is often misunderstood
by many Catholics, with a common misconception that the
“Immaculate Conception” refers to the Roman Catholic
teaching that the Blessed Virgin Mary conceived Jesus
without any human intervention. But this belief is rather
known as “the Virginal Birth of Jesus" - that Jesus was born
of a woman who was a Virgin, and who remained a virgin
after birth. His birth is miraculous because Mary Conceived
a child by the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:34-35).
The Immaculate Conception, on the other hand, refers to
Mary’s conception in the womb of her mother, Anne. This
dogma states that Mary was conceived without the stain of
original sin. She was preserved from it in view of the
privilege that will be granted to her by God - to be the
mother of Jesus. Thus, the Dogma of the Immaculate
Conception states that “the Blessed Virgin Mary from the
very first instant of her conception, by a singular privilege
and grace granted by God, in view of the merit of Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the human race was preserved
exceptionally from all stain of original sin.” (Ineffabilis Deus
by Pope Pius IX on December 8, 1854).
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The Immaculate Conception of Mary and Virginal
conception of Jesus likely cause this confusion
because both of them deal with ‘conception’. And
it is not made easier either by the fact that the
Gospel reading on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception is that of the Annunciation
from the Gospel of Luke. That is, the time when the
Angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she will
conceive and bear a son. This, I am sure, only abets
the confusion.
As Sons of the Immaculate Conception, it is our
duty to help our fellow Christians to grasp the
proper meaning of the Immaculate Conception. I
was very happy when one of our brothers from the
community of Woodbridge, at the very beginning
of his Homily on the occasion of the Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception, made it clear that “the
Immaculate Conception is not about Jesus'
conception, rather it is about Mary’s Conception by
her mother.”
Dear brothers, may we continue to correct this
misunderstanding
about
the
Immaculate
Conception as much as we can, and by so doing
make the true meaning of our greatest feast go
viral.
Happy new year to you all!
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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERIOR DELEGATE

EMBRACE THE NEW YEAR

WITH NEW HOPES AND DREAMS
“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely
with joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will
overflow with confident hope through the power of the
Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
A year ago, around this time, I was so excited to begin a
new year with an apparently perfect numerical
presentation 2020. Of course, the year before it, 2019 had
its own conundrums and I was eager to conclude that year
and begin the 2020 with the great hope that it would be a
perfect year, and everything would be better. Then, the rest
of 2020 presented to us a quite unique and challenging
year. Even those who are in their 80’s and 90’s commented
that they haven’t seen anything like this before.
In January 2020 when many of us were in vacation, we
never thought how everything would turn around in the
following two months. Then, came the month of March and
its worldwide lockdowns and the WHO declaring Covid-19
as a pandemic, affecting the entire world and so on. It is
true that this unprecedented pandemic and virus have
changed the life of the world. It also has affected the areas
of our ministry and our daily life and some of us were even
infected with the virus. But, by the grace of God, here we
are-still around to conclude one more year and enter into
the new year 2021.
Beginning anything new brings a lot of hope and
excitement along with a bit of anxiety. But let us keep our
hopes alive, look at the sky and see the clouds being
moved away and the smiling sun appearing before us to
brighten the world. With the introduction of the
vaccinations, we can already see the silver rays of hope
shining around the corner. Therefore, let us begin this new
year 2021 with new resolutions and new enthusiasm.
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Borrowing from the commentaries of William Barclay, there
are three ways to make the new year meaningful: a. Have
something to dream, b. Have something to do, and c. Have
someone to love and care for. Looking at the future, surely,
we can dream for a better tomorrow for our religious family
and areas of our ministries. Coming with new initiatives
and innovative ways to do our ministries and carrying out
the charism of our Congregation where we are, how
blessed we are to have a lot to do even in the midst of this
pandemic. Fortunately, it is a blessing for all of us to have
our own areas of ministries and communities to share our
love and care, making Jesus alive in every circumstances.
“I have a dream’” said Martin Luther King, Jr. Let us also try
to have a noble plan of action (dream a noble dream), for
every day in the New Year. We need to remember the
proverb: “Cherish your yesterdays, dream your tomorrows,
but live your today." It has been truly said that an idle mind
is the devil's workshop. Just look around and there is so
much to share and do, starting with our own communities.
Let us try to be always engaged, doing good for others and
loving the men and women we encounter in daily life, for
they are our brothers and sisters in Christ. As St. Teresa of
Calcutta says, ‘let us light a candle instead of blaming the
darkness around us.’ There is so much darkness around us,
darkness of disappointment, frustration, anger, selfishness
and greed. What am I doing to brighten those dark areas
around us?
Have a Happy New Year, overflowing with a "Yes" to God
our Father, to the Lord Jesus our Brother and to the Holy
Spirit our Advocate and our Guide in every good deed His
grace suggests!
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I M M A C U L A T E
C O N C E P T I O N
WOODBRIDGE, ON

FEAST OF OUR BLESSED
FATHER FOUNDER
The feast of Padre Monti was celebrated in
a solemn way in the Immaculate
Conception Parish. The concelebrated Holy
Mass was presided over by Fr Ugo
Sturabotti. In his homily, Fr Ugo talked
about the life and sacrifices of Padre Monti,
who established our Congregation and
became An Apostle of Charity.
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I M M A C U L A T E

C O N C E P T I O N

CONFIRMATIONS AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The celebrations of the sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation were greatly
affected by the COVID-19 situation. Although many of the candidates expressed their
discomfort to receive the sacraments this year due to the pandemic and postponed to 2021,
our pastor Fr Eugene celebrated almost 20 Holy Masses to accommodate the rest.

NOVENA TO THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Immaculate Conception Church was filled with
the traditional hymns in honour of Our Lady and
scriptural reflections, in preparation for the
solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. The
limitations due to the pandemic and sometimes
the bad weather did not deter the faithful from
participating in this year’s novena in honour of
our Blessed Mother. Every day at 8.00 pm the
Novena was celebrated in Italian.
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I M M A C U L A T E

C O N C E P T I O N

SOLEMNITY OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
The solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the
patronal feast of our parish, was celebrated with
strict respect of COVID-19 protocols. Three masses
were celebrated on the feast day with an
impressive number of parishioners participating.
The concelebrated festal mass started at 7 pm
and was presided over by the Pastor Fr Eugene,
while Fr Hyginus delivered the homily. During the
mass, the brothers renewed their religious vows
(evangelical counsels) of chastity, poverty and
obedience. On behalf of the parish community, Fr
Eugene congratulated Fr Ugo who celebrated the
47th anniversary of his priestly ordination same
day, he equally appreciated his presence in the
Community of Woodbridge and assured him of
our love and prayers.
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E P I P H A N Y

O F

O U R

L O R D

SCARBOROUGH, ON

The community celebrated the Feast of Immaculate Conception. Fr James Chitteth was the main
celebrant and the brothers renewed the vows during the celebration. There after had the agape
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E P I P H A N Y
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The community visited the new member Fr James
Chitteth of the community at his parish

The confirmation celebration in the parish

The community celebrated the birthday of Fr Ronald on 23rd September
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S A N T A

M A R I A

G O R E T T I

EDMONTON, AB

Every year in our parish of Santa Maria Goretti, Italian
community in Edmonton, we prepare for the Novena of
the Immaculate Conception. The preparation is very
simple. Pious women of the parish spend their time
decorating with flowers and candles before our dearly
iconic picture of our Immaculate Mother. The flowers
are generously donated to the parish. The women are
very proud of the work, as close collaborators of our
religious family we are blessed to have their
extraordinary efforts. May God bless them.
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S A N T A

M A R I A

G O R E T T I

Every year the gifted men of our parish - skilled
carpenters, metalworkers, and artists - meet at the end
of November to discuss the “IL PRESEPIO” Crib/Nativity
scene of our Blessed Lord's birth. Our Presepio is very
famous for its creativity, content, Italian figurines, size
(almost 17 ft in length) and presentation. The wooden
foundations and frames assembled every year always
include some new designs. This year the work was
completed in three days. They are very strong and
hardworking volunteers. We thank God for them and
pray for their health and well-being.

Our "Giving Tree" is a great attraction for the
parish's families and young children. We call it in
Italian "L’Albero dei Regali." Every year our
generous and thoughtful parents prepare and
decorate a Christmas Tree at the entrance of the
church. They hang on its branches many tags with
the ages of children and their gender. People then
take away those tags and prepare a gift - toys,
clothing, gifts cards, etc. - and bring it to the tree.
On the third week of Advent, our volunteers sort
through all these gifts and give them to schools
where there are needy children. Those children are
so happy to receive these gifts for Christmas. With
the economic hardships caused by this pandemic,
many of these families will struggle to provide any
gifts for their children. These volunteers’ groups
also support our CFIC children mission every year.
Let us appreciate our parishioner’s creativity and
kindness for the needy. God bless them.

Our parish's pious women’s group is called Donne Del
Santo Rosario / Holy Rosary women group. They are so
kind and gentle. They are involved with various
fundraising activities and generously provide food the
needy families of this city throughout the year. This
year due to the coronavirus there are many thousands
more people in poverty in Edmonton. As the parish
invited the community to reach out to help these
people, our pious Holy Rosary women offered their
time to collect food for the needy. They place the
traditional food basket in front of the church, where
people may donate non-persihable food items. This
year we will distribute to the needy in the city while
following all COVID-19 protocols.
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S T

E L I Z A B E T H
COLUMBUS, OHIO

The CFIC Brothers in the North American
Delegation continue to strive amid the covid-19
pandemic, bearing witness to Christ in their
various apostolates - especially the care of the
sick.
In the field of our pastoral ministry, the St
Elizabeth community have developed a new
way of bringing the word of God closer to the
people even in the comfort of their homes through livestreaming. All the Sunday masses
and weekdays are streamed online thanks to
the leadership of Fr. Antony and our
parishioners.

In the field of the hospital apostolate, one of the
special Charisms of CFIC, we find our brothers
of St. Elizabeth community Father Jesse Chick
and Father Sudhakar Reddy still striving in their
continuous sacrifice to serve Christ in the sick
and hospitalized, despite the many challenges
and restrictions of the pandemic. Both have
been working with patients infected with
COVID-19,
administering
to
them
the
sacrament of the sick and their last rites.
Recently Fr Sudhakar and Fr Jesse contracted
the coronavirus from the patients they served at
the hospitals. But thanks to the prayers of our
brothers and the protection of blessed Luigi
Maria Monti, they were healed and recovered
quickly.
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M A R Y M O T H E R O F T H E
R E D E E M E R P A R I S H
CALGARY, AB

Mary Mother of the Redeemer Community wishes peace and joy in the name of Almighty God. Hope that all
are safe and doing well in your communities. There are few communications from the community that took
place for the last couple of months, which are as following:

Confirmation: Mary Mother of our Redeemer parish
has celebrated the sacrament of confirmation on
September 19th.
The community has cordially welcomed Fr. Martin
Cherumadathil for his vacation on September 20th.
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On September 29th Fr. Rambabu has visited the
community for his vacation.

On October 3rd and 10th, Mary Mother of the
Redeemer Parish has celebrated the first communion.
On 28th of October, the wonderful on Halloween given
by Fr. Shibu in Spanish and Fr. Rambabu in English on
livestream.

Fr. Benjamin Obetta has made his visit to the
community for his personal retreat on October
26th.
On November 5th Fr. Ugo Sturabotti has made
visit to the community and stayed for a couple
of days.
On 21st of November the parish has celebrated
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults).
On November 25th, 26th & 27th as part of Advent, Mary Mother of the Redeemer Parish has commenced
retreat talks on different themes, presented by Fr. Shibu in Spanish and Fr. Raju in English on livestream.
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NEWS
The Delegation Council has agreed to combine the two communities in Edmonton into one
community and to have one superior for the community. Therefore, starting January 1, 2021 the CFIC
community in Edmonton will be known as the Santa Maria Goretti Community, Edmonton

APPOINTMENTS
The Delegation Council has appointed Fr Jean Claude Ndanga as the superior of Santa Maria
Goretti Community and Fr Shimit Abraham is assigned as the treasurer of the Community.

CONFIRMED
CANADA
Fr Eugene Song Chianain Superior of the Community of Immaculate Conception Woodbridge
Fr Martin Cherumadathil Superior of the Community of Epiphany of our Lord Scarborough
Fr Daniel Tshimbalanga Superior of the Community of St. Anne Penetanguishene
Fr Shibu Kallarackal Superior of the Community of Mary Mother of Redeemer Calgary

USA
Fr Antony Skaria Superior of the Commmunity of St. Mary, St, Minnesota
Fr Antony Chooravady Superior of the Community of St. Elizabeth, Columbus

MEXICO
Fr Edwin Ngah Superior of the Community of Blessed Luigi Maria Monti Merida

A big Congratulations to all the superiors. May God's wisdom guide you in your new responsibilities

APPRECIATION
The Delegation Council sincerely thank Fr George Puramadathil and Fr Varghese Munduvelil
(former superiors) for the good services rendered to the Congregation, we wish them well, may God
richly bless them abundantly.
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