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Once again we are in the holy season
of Lent, a time to sit quietly and look
into the deeper parts of our lives ...
A time set apart to recharge our
spiritual batteries to carry on in our
journey. A time meant for cleansing
and purifying the temple area. Let me
share with you these thoughts with
the title ‘Your Little Church.’

C
You need not walk to reach the
church
No riddle this, but true
Nor wonder on what street it is
Now that little church is you.
Is not your noble brow the tower
Your eyes the windows bright,
Your heart the sanctuary lamp
That cast its crimson light?
Is not your voice the organ sweet
That sounds the hymn of love
Your holy thoughts the altar pure
Whence God comes from above?
Is not your soul, your precious
soul,
The tabernacle white,
And your poor body not the veil
That hides Him from your sight?

There is a little church I know
Not very far away
You'll be surprised to hear of it
Yet see it every day.

Your tongue is the table of the
Lord
Your lips the open door,
Your prayers the tinkling of the
bell
Your humble mien the floor?

Fr. Benny Mekkatt, Editor

Then place your hand upon your
breast
A thousand times a day
And in your own dear little church
Oft loving visits pay.

In a short while we solemnly enter
into the H OL Y W E E K with the
celebration of the Paschal Mysteries,
the Passion, Death and Resurrection
of our Lord Jesus. Let it be an
occasion to re-discover the temple
within myself.
St. Paul exhorts us ‘YOU ARE THE
TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.’ Let
this temple once again be cleansed by
Jesus himself, quieted from all kinds
of busy-ness and business of life.

H A VE A G R E A T

AND

B LESSED
S EASON.

CONTACT: NEWSBULLETINNAD@YAHOO.COM
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My Dear brothers,
It is a joy to be able to communicate
with you once again in our North American Delegation Newsletter. I have
Good News for all in this issue. For
many months now the Lord has blessed
the fruits of our labor, divided our problems and doubled our joy and I am
pleased to share with you some of the
exciting developments and accomplishments within our Delegation!
I have just returned from Merida Mexico
where, on Sunday, February 19th, the
Congregation welcomed two more
brothers, César Iván Naal Hernández
and José Luis Guzmán Díaz, during
6:00pm mass at San Martin Caballero
Parish. Honouring us with his presence

S
Mexico and Alberta were cut due to
health reason so we were very happy he
was able to receive the profession of
these two new brothers, who by the
way, are also the irst Brothers to
take their vows in Mexico.
The celebration was attended by a great
many people, and was a beautiful event.
Fr. Egide, Fr. Shibu, and Fr. Roy,
members of the Merida community
were present as well as Fr. Raoul and
Fr. Benny. The Superior General saw
irsthand all the good things that are
happening in Merida, including the
beautiful youth group Montianos.
Once again I was in awe of the tremendous number of families and children
who crowded in attendance at this mass,
and at all of our masses.

Fr. Ugo Sturabotti, Delegate Superior
we are going to ask Rome for
approval to open a second community in Merida. The new community
would be a vocational community
that will be residing in the
“Formation House”.
The newly professed brothers will
go to the Formation House in
Saronno, Italy for approximately 6
months to continue ongoing formation,
to study the Italian language and to
deepen their knowledge and spirit
of our Congregation in the resting
place of our founder the Blessed
Luigi Maria Monti. When they return
to Mexico they will be part of the
new community.
I have appointed Fr. Shibu to be my
personal delegate for Mexico affairs.

César Iván Naal Hernández and José Luis Guzmán Díaz following their vows
was Superior General Br Ruggero
Valentini. This was the second visit the
Superior General has made to the North
American Delegation. Last September
he convened our Delegation General
Assembly in Toronto. During that visit
to North America, his plans to visit

While the Superior General was with us,
we held a Delegation Council Meeting
where a great many important decisions
were made.
We have made much progress
throughout our Delegation and now

We also discussed the project that is
in the works for a new center for
handicapped children in the area.
We approved the project in principal and continue to give Fr. Shibu
our encouragement, support and
prayers to pursue the land necessary
to make this goal a reality. We were
delayed with some political changes
however we should be getting the
land soon. What a great challenge
for us, but we know God will
enable us for the task in ways that
will amaze us! We have the will.
…… (con’t)
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Message from the Delegate Superior (con’t)

WELCOME BROTHERS
CÉSAR IVÁN NAAL HERNÁNDEZ

&
JOSÉ LUIS GUZMÁN DÍAZ

MAKING A CENTER FOR
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
A

MAJOR SUPERIOR
MEETING IN
AFRICA IN
MAY 2012

REALITY

Other good news is that Fr.
Emmanuel Kolla landed in Toronto
on February 9th and has been
assigned to Epiphany of Our Lord
community. Originally from Cameroon,
he has spent the last few years in Italy
immersing himself in the Italian
language and culture. Because of this
irst-hand experience and valuable
education he will primarily be working
with the Italian parishioners at
Epiphany of Our Lord Church.
Finally the papers seem to be in place
for another Indian priest, Fr. Shibil
Paryatheu Papavil to come to North
America. Fr. Shibil will be assigned to
Our Lady of Grace Parish and we
welcome him to our Delegation. Fr.
Shibil knows Italian as he studied in
Italy for several years. He will be of
great service to the Italians here in
Calgary. His presence will inally allow
me, as a Superior, to have more
freedom to visit communities of the
Delegation without forsaking those
parishioners I serve here. In fact, at
the beginning of May I am going to
participate in the Major Superior
Meeting in Africa for two weeks so it is
good to know Fr. Shibil and Fr. Jimmy
will be here for the parishioners. In
order to be fairer to the many
communities belonging to our
Delegation, it is my hope that in the
near future the Superior Delegate
will be free from any direct
responsibility in a parish in order to
ful ill his Congregation duties.

missionary presence in the west; as
well as Fr. Ramon’s beautiful “12
Months in Ohio”, a candid look at
transitioning to life in a rectory. Both
these articles can be found within the
pages of our newsletter and are very
good.
So as you can see we are so pleased to
be here in North America. In the year
since our last newsletter, a great many
wonderful projects have begun and
celebrations have been enjoyed
including the General Assembly last
September in Toronto which was
attended by all the superiors of the
other communities of the delegation as
well as the brothers working in
Toronto.
I feel honored and humbled that God
has entrusted our Congregation with
such abundant resources and we are
happy to share His blessings with our
communities.
Please join me in
praying that He will continue to
expand our ministry and charities here
in North America and increase the
cause of all we are trying to do in His
name and in the charism of our
founder Blessed Luigi Maria Monti.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Ugo Sturabotti

With these new arrivals now and on
the horizon please make sure you read
Fr. Eugene’s splendid and enlightening
contribution to this issue “African
Priests Re-Evangelising the West”
for an inside look at African
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By: Fr Song Eugene
Sunday September 18, 2011 was a
day of pomp and fanfare at the
Immaculate Conception Church in
Woodbridge, Ontario where thousands
of faithful took part in a bilingual
Mass to mark the 25th anniversary of
the erection of the parish. The highly
animated liturgical ceremony that
started at 3:30 PM was presided over
by His Lordship John Boissonneau,
auxiliary of Toronto flanked by over
30 priests in the presence of the
Superior General of CFIC Br Ruggero
Valentino, the Vicar General Fr
Daniele Bertoldi as well as some
government dignitaries from the city
of Vaughan.

the opportunity to acknowledge the
leadership and witness of his
predecessors who made the parish a
growing and vibrant faith community.
He also extended gratitude to the
parishioners for their selflessly and
dedicated support in keeping the
community alive.
In a soul searching homily, Bishop
John Boissonneau praised the
commitment of the many families and

volunteers who have worked for the
growth and development of the parish
for the past 25 years. He called on the
Christians to strive to always live in
peace, love and unity and to prepare
themselves for the kingdom that Jesus
went ahead to prepare for us.
At the end of the mass, Fr Ugo
thanked all those who took part in the
Holy mass and read the letter of
Archbishop Thomas Collins (con’t)

In his welcome address, the Pastor, Fr
Anthony Varghese heartily welcomed
all parishioners and guests to the
beautiful celebration that marked a
great milestone in the history of the
parish. He invited the faithful to join
him in thanking God for the many
blessings bestowed upon the Parish in
the last 25 years. Fr Anthony ceased

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH HAS A NEW PASTOR!
Fr Anthony Varghese is the new Pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish, Woodbridge in the
archdiocese of Toronto. He was appointed last September 2011 by Archbishop Thomas Collins on the
recommendation of the Congregation of the Son’s of the Immaculate Conception. The good news
was officially made public by the Delegate Superior of NAD Fr Ugo Sturabotti on September 18, 2011
during the Holy Mass that marked the silver Jubilee of the parish. The announcement was received
with a standing ovation and thunderous applauses by the Christians. It should be noted that Fr
Anthony Varghese was the Parish Administrator since September 2010 when Fr Daniele Bertoldi was
elected Vicar General of the congregation. Fr Anthony is the third pastor since the erection of the
parish in 1986. He is fluent in English and Italian.
The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception North American Delegation (NAD) Newsletter vol. 1, Issue 5, March 2012
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appointing Fr Anthony Varghese as
Pastor of Immaculate Conception
Church. The news was received with a
standing ovation.
The Superior General, speaking
through an interpreter, expressed
profound gratitude to Bishop John

W

P
(con’t)

September 17, 1986 due to population
increase in the area of Woodbridge on
the borders of the parishes of St
Margaret Mary and St Peter. Fr Ugo
was appointed pioneer Pastor of the
parish where served for sixteen years
and was moved to Epiphany of our
Lord Parish in Scaboro while Fr
Daniele Bertoldi took over leadership.
Today the parish has over 3,500
registered families who are predominantly of Italian descent though in
recent years it is becoming multicultural
with the influx of new immigrant
families from India, Philippines, Sri

Boissoneau for accepting to preside
over the Eucharistic celebration.
He paid tribute to the Montian
missionaries down the years who
worked relentlessly for the growth of
the parish community. He said
Immaculate Conception Parish represents the growth and maturity of our
50 years presence in Toronto from
where we have spread to other parts of
Canada, Mexico and United States.
The day ended with wining and dining.
It should be remembered that Immaculate
Conception Parish was erected on

Lanka etc. The parish caters for the
spiritual needs of five elementary
schools and a High School.
The parish records an annual celebration of
about 60-70 weddings, 110 infant baptisms,
180-200 First Communion, 180-200
confirmation and over 90-100 funerals.

CONFERRAL OF THE
SACRAMENT OF
CONFIRMATION
Over 170 candidates were
conferred the sacrament
of Confirmation in
Immaculate Conception
Parish, Woodbridge last
June 2010 by Fr Anthony
Varghese, then Parish
Administrator. During the
celebration, Fr Eugene
Song exalted the
candidates to live a life
in the spirit; a life of
love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness,
goodness, trustfulness,
gentleness and self
control.
He called on them to
turn away from sin and
be more committed in
the practice of their
faith. He also challenged
the candidates to be
active members of the
church, to bear witness
to Christ not only by
word of mouth but also
by their example of life.
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NORTH AMERICAN DELEGATION
HOLDS GENERAL ASSEMBLY by: Fr Song Eugene
The North American Delegation (NAD)
held its General Assembly last September
15-16, 2011 in the Aula magna of Immaculate Conception Church in Woodbridge,
Ontario. The two day meeting coincided
with the maiden visit of the Superior
General Brother Valentino Rugerro accompanied by his Vicar Fr Daniele Bertoldi.
Also in attendance were community superiors of the delegation as well as the brothers
living in Toronto, Ontario.
Opening the meeting, the Delegate Superior,
Fr Ugo Sturabotti
heartily welcomed
the brothers and
expressed gratitude
to the Superior
General for fulfilling his promise
to visit the North
American Delegation, to participate
in the assembly and
in celebration s marking the 25th
anniversary of Immaculate Conception
Parish. The assembly deliberations were
moderated by Fr James Chitteh, Superior
and Pastor of Santa Maria Goretti Parish,
Edmonton AB.
During the assembly, Fr Ugo presented a
brief history of the delegation established
on March 30th, 2003 with Fr Daniele as
pioneer Delegate Superior until 2011 when
the Superior General appointed Fr Ugo
Sturabbotti as the new Delegate Superior.
The delegation is the youngest in the
Congregation with a total of 18 brothers
from India, Philippines, Italy and Africa

living in seven different communities in
three countries: Mexico, United States and
Canada.
Fr Ugo acknowledged that the multicultural
nature of the delegation is a great richness
though it can sometimes pose a challenge to
a harmonious community life.
While
recognising the economic comfort of the
delegation, he raised concerns about some
brothers who are in search of comfort without making a clear distinction between
needs and utilities. In his future projects,
he said the
delegation is
currently finalising negotiations with the
Bisho p
of
Campeche to
start a new
community in
Mexico.
Each community superior also presented a
report of their various communities, its
spiritual formation, economic situation,
daily activities (Ministries) as well as the
challenges they encounter. From the
reports, it was evident that most communities are peaceful and the members are
committed in their apostolate in spite isolated challenges.
Addressing the assembly delegates on the
theme; NAD Delegation: Journey towards
its Identity, The Superior General said the
brothers need to know their identity to
better know who they are and where they
belong; that is members of the (con’t)
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NORTH AMERICAN DELEGATION
HOLDS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (con’t)
Montian family. He iterated that if the Congregation wants a stronger identity in North
America then it must attract local vocations
by better spreading the gospel values and
the message of Father Monti.

ence in North America or elsewhere as a
part-time presence. He challenged the
brothers to emulate the example of early
missionaries who left their homelands for
faraway countries and died there.

He challenged the brothers to live up to the
charism of our Blessed Founder Luigi Maria Monti and to give prayer and community
-life a place of prominence in their daily
activities.
The
Superior General
pledged to augment the number
of brothers in
communities
having only two
members.

Then came Fr Benny Mekkat who presented
a paper on: Chaplaincy-A new Emerging
Ministry of CFIC: New Face of the charism
in which he expounded on the activities of a
chaplain
and
highlighted
the
challenges
involved. Fr Benny
regretted
that
some chaplains
are not properly
trained or simply
lack interest and
orientation.
He
noted that chaplaincy apostolate
is a full time assignment requiring an on
call availability of 24/7.

He recognised
the fact that
community-life
has never been
easy, it’s not even natural he said but with
good communication skills and an open
mind brothers will minimise misunderstandings and make our communities a haven of
peace and true brotherhood.
Reacting to preoccupations about the legality and duration of brothers living out of
their Delegation or province of origin, the
Superior General unequivocally stated that
North American Delegation needs brothers
who are consistent. He said when a religious is sent anywhere on mission he
should embrace the new environment with
the passion to root himself there forever and
then blossom. He added that brothers
should not perceive their missionary pres-

He made emphasised that chaplaincy is
more than the sacramental ministry and
went on to present a litany of proposals to
the assembly that will enhance the growth
of this new emerging ministry in the delegation. He advised that brothers should be
exposed to chaplaincy and hospital visits
during the formation period to enable them
relate and interact with the sick and their
families conveniently. He further contended
that the superiors should use prudence and
discretion in choosing and assigning brothers to carryout chaplaincy ministry. He
discouraged the superiors from (con’t)
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NORTH AMERICAN DELEGATION
HOLDS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (con’t)
engaging brothers who present an introvert
character trait in this ministry.
For his part, Fr Daniele Bertoldi, former
Delegate Superior of NAD spoke on his
vision for the delegation. He began by
retracing the unwritten history of the birth
of the delegation and the protagonists that
were involved. As a man of insight and
vision, Fr Daniele contended that the
delegation will be a wonderful paradise if
brothers learn to live as a family with one
vision and one mission. According to him,

there is need to improve on the charism of
the congregation in the exercise of the
different ministries by going closer to the
people, mingling with them and attracting
them through life-witness. This will also
attract and inspire local vocations in the
delegation. Fr Daniele said if the delegation
must attain it’s laid down goals and
apostolic objectives, then brothers must
desist from negative comments about

superiors and confreres with whom they live
and work and strive to complement each
other. He contended that as a family,
brothers should always think of the common
good. He challenged the brothers to be
ready to move to any part of the world
according to the needs of the congregation
and in obedience to the decision of the
competent superior. He also said brothers
should purify the false impression that NAD
is solely involved in parochial activities by
speaking more about the emerging chaplaincy apostolate in hospitals and nursing

homes where our brothers are doing a great
job. He advised parish priests to meet
regularly to share their pastoral experiences
and challenges. He ended by requesting the
brothers to pray for the delegation and the
congregation at large.
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MONTHS in COLUMBUS, OHIO

Time flies when
you’re having fun” ….
…. this phrase is often heard when
somebody is just too busy or happy
to even notice that time goes by so
quickly. Yes, it has been a year since
Fr. Jose and Fr. Ramon Owera
arrived here At Holy Cross Church.
Seems it was just like yesterday
when our delegate Superior Fr. Ugo
Sturabotti accompanied us from
Immaculate Conception Parish in
Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada and
presented us to the Bishop of the

“ …. there are always difficulties
while undergoing the process of
getting settled in a new place …”
Diocese of Columbus, Ohio. It was
such a great honor and pleasure to
have finally met Most Reverend
Frederick Campbell after a sevenhour trip from Canada to Ohio. Fr.
Benny Mekkat, the new councilor of
the North American delegation was
also present that morning the 7th of
March, 2011.
Experience tells us that there are
always difficulties while undergoing
the process of getting settled in a new
place especially in going around.
Thanks to the person who invented
the GPS. It helps a lot in finding

places around here in Columbus,
Ohio. There are also difficulties
living with another person with
whom you had never lived before.
Some of you know already that I and
Fr. Jose are living in a rectory here at
Holy Cross Church with a diocesan
priest Fr. Jerry Stluka who has been a
priest for forty two years. That means
I was only five years old and Fr. Jose
was not yet born when he had been
ordained priest. In spite of the many
differences among us like culture,
age, taste of food, language, being a
diocesan and religious, and many
others that we could ever imagine,
we have been doing fine here with
grace of God. We pray together the
divine office in the morning and
evening. We eat together breakfast,
lunch and dinner. When we come
together we have a good conversation whatever topic or argument
comes to talk about. When grocery
items are running low in our rectory,
he goes to the grocery stores to buy
whatever is lucking. I consider him
as humble and holy priest. That is
what me and Fr. Jose heard what
people say about him when they
come to know that we are living with
him in the rectory. For this, we are
thankful to our ever loving God because we have a holy and humble
priest living with us at the rectory.
According to Fr. Jerry this is his first
time to live in a rectory with fellow

Fr. Ramon Owera

priests in his forty two years being
ordained. When the presence of God
dwells in a person’s life, all things
are possible. In another words
community life is possible when
Jesus is in our midst. I am always
reminded what St. Luke says in Acts
of the Apostles that the community
of believers was of one heart and
mind because Jesus was in the midst
of them.
Our ministry here in the diocese is a
full time hospital chaplaincy. We
started our hospital ministry last May
with three catholic hospitals of
Mount Carmel health system. These
hospitals are Mount Carmel East
which is about fourteen miles
distance from our rectory, Mount
Carmel West about three miles and
Mount Carmel St. Anne about (con’t)
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14 miles. In November we extended
our hospital ministry to three more
hospitals which are Doctors West
Hospital about fourteen miles, Dublin
Methodist Hospital about seventeen
miles and River Side Hospital about
seven miles. These new hospitals are
from Ohio Health system. That
means me and Fr. Jose have to visit
six hospitals during the week.
Only in the Carmel health system
which are catholic hospitals that we
celebrate the Holy Eucharist in the
days we visit to the patients. We also
answer emergency on calls twenty
four hours, seven days a week (24/7).
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joined the novena. On the last day,
the Filipino families had organized a
potluck dinner at the rectory.
Finally, in preparation for Christmas,
the Filipino traditional “Simbang
Gabi” (night worship) which is
the nine days of daily celebration of
the Holy Eucharist was held at Holy
Cross Church from December 15 to
23 at 7:30.
On the last day after the celebration
of the Mass, all were gathered at the
Cum Cristo hall for the potluck
dinner.

During the season of Advent, here in
the Diocese of Columbus, Catholic
churches had programs and activities.

BEFORE CHRISTMAS ...
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, but local pastors think we all
should settle down a bit. After all,
before Christmas comes Advent, a
spiritual season that can get forgotten
in the rush to bake, buy and decorate.
Central Ohio churches are hosting
Advent events to try to bring the focus
back to preparing for the birth of
Jesus.

Holy Cross Catholic
Church Downtown is in the midst
of a novena, or a nine-day prayer,

Here at Columbus Holy Cross
Church where the two CFIC brother
priests reside, the Novena in honor
of Our Lady of the Immaculate
Conception began on November 29
and ended on December 7 for the
first time.

honoring the Immaculate Conception
of the Virgin Mary. It began on Tuesday.
Then, for another nine days beginning
on Dec. 15, members will participate
in a Filipino Christmas tradition
called Simbang Gabi, which, rough-

On the third day of the novena, we
welcomed the Delegate of the North
American Delegation Fr. Ugo Sturabotti who had been here in
Columbus for a meeting with the
local Bishop Frederick Campbell and
the Chancellor.
During the nine days of Novena there
were parishioners of the parish and
Filipino families who came and

A T I M E O F P R AY E R

ly translated, means “night worship.”
The Rev. Ramon Owera, a Filipino
priest in residence at the church, will
lead the service.
In the Philippines, the service starts
early, about 4 a.m., and concludes
with breakfast, Owera said. The Holy
Cross version will start at 7:30 p.m.
The Rev. Jose Manickathan joins in celebrating the
novena leading up to the feast of the Immaculate
Conception at Holy Cross Church Downtown.

and have just one night of food: a potluck after the final service on Dec. 23.
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By: Fr Song Eugene

anything thus, then it’s more of an
accident than any essential byproduct of the faith itself. Others
even claim that the works of charity
by the church, especially in developing
countries should be viewed as
penance for the preponderance of
evil committed by religious groups
today and throughout history.

“ …. There are numerous reasons that account for the radical and drastic
decline in faith and religiosity in the West …...”
ABOUT 150 YEARS AGO, EUROPEAN
AND
AMERICAN MISSIONARIES
WERE STILL MOVING INTO THE HINTERLANDS OF

AFRICA TO PREACH

THE

AND

GOSPEL

BRING

MORE

and seminaries are closing down due
to lack of pastoral agents or aging
members. Some say Christianity is
near to being vanquished in the west
and many are asking why?

SOULS INTO THE SHEEPFOLD OF

CHRIST. AT THAT TIME, EUROPE
WAS
BOOM

WITNESSING
IN

PRIESTHOOD

AN

VOCATIONS
AND

W

AMAZING
TO

THE

CONSECRATED

LIFE.

But today, there is an alarming
decline in vocations and church
attendance such that some parishes
are merging, while houses of formation

There are numerous reasons that
account for the radical and drastic
decline in faith and religiosity in the
West. Europe and America have been
badly hit by the ravaging tornado of
secularism, materialism, consumerism and militant atheism to the point
where some people see religion as
very evil. They argue that nothing
good can come out of religion and if

Moreover, there are some godless
forces in western democracies bent
on relegating religion to the margins
of public life by campaigning for
legislations to prohibit religious
instructions, prayers, singing of
Christian songs and performing
Christmas plays even in state funded
Catholic schools. In November 2009,
a European court of Human Rights
based in Strasbourg passed a law
prohibiting crucifixes in classrooms
in Italy in response to a complaint by
an Italian woman, Soile Lautsi that
the crucifix violates the human,
religious and educational freedom of
her two children. Vatican spokesman,
Fr Federico Lombardi immediately
reacted by stating that the crucifix is
a fundamental sign of the importance
of religious values in Italian history
and culture, a sign of God’s love and
a symbol of unity and hospitality to
all humanity.
Still in an effort to exterminate
Christianity, the European Union
commission in December 2010, (con’t)
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produced over three million copies of
a calendar called “Agenda Europa”
for secondary schools containing the
feasts of; Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus
and Chinese festivals but no mention
was made of any Christian feasts
despite the fact that Christianity is
Europe’s majority religion. The diary
section for Dec 25th (Christmas) was
blank and the bottom of the page
carried the secular message: “A true
friend is someone who shares your
concerns and will double your joy.”
This downplays the relevance of
Christmas for the children and reduces 25th December to an ordinary day.
In an address to diplomats accredited
to the Vatican last Jan 13, 2011, Pope
Benedict XVI decried secular

“ …. The hour of Africa has
effectively come …”

Europe and America are growing
economically but declining spiritually and Holy Mother the Church is
pursuing an aggressive agenda to
re-evangelise the west by turning
towards the fertile churches in Asia,
Latin America and Africa for
pastoral agents.
Of the over 2.2 billion Christians
world over, about 477 million are in
Africa and the number may rise by
another 200 million by 2025 while
Europe’s may decline by 17 million
over the next two decades. In
November 2004, a Vatican-backed
conference of about 100 Catholic
Bishops and Archbishops from
Europe and Africa agreed that there
is urgent need for large scale
exchange of clergy between the
booming church in Africa and its
ailing European counterpart. Pope

governments attempting to ban
Christian religious holidays and
condemned the recent and increasing
tendency to consider religion, as
something insignificant, alien or even
destabilising to modern society. He
stressed that the history of Europe is
incomprehensible without Christianity.
Furthermore, legislations are being
enacted in some western states to
promote and protect gay rights, abortion and euthanasia (mercy killing)
all in the name of progress, human
rights and freedom. Consequently,

John Paul II was very prophetic when
he said in Ecclesia in Africa that
“this continent is today experiencing
what we call a sign of the times…It
seems the “hour of Africa has come.”

’ )

The hour of Africa has effectively
come as thousands of African priests
including Montians are now crossing
the ocean to various parts of Europe
and America either as Fidei Donum
or religious missionaries to reevangelize their former evangelisers.
This is what the academia calls
“reverse mission.” Although the
church in Africa still needs priests to
cater for thousands of Christians
without pastors, she shares the fruits
of her vocation boom to fill the vacuum in the western church. African
missionary presence in the west is a
sign of true catholicity and manifests
the nature of the church, which is
inter alia communion of persons, of
ministries and of charism in Christ
Jesus.
Many African priests, especially
from Nigeria, Ghana and Kenya and
Cameroon
now
serve in schools,
hospitals and parishes across the
west
and
are
known for their
lively
liturgies
and
enthusiastic
prophetic witnessing to the love of
God. They preach
the Good News in
the midst of uncertainty; announce the power of faith
amidst the lure of scientific determinism and build strong communities
of faith. African missionaries of the
Congregation of the Sons of (con’t)

The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception North American Delegation (NAD) Newsletter vol. 1, Issue 5, March 2012

13

A

P

R ‐

W
(

the Immaculate Conception are not
left out in this missionary crusade.
They are present in Italy, France,
Brazil, the Philippines, Poland,
Canada etc where they bear witness
to the death and resurrection of
Christ with pastoral zeal.

embarrassment of my life by the way
I was presented: “Hi, meet Fr Eugene
from Africa; he has never watched a
basketball game that is why we
brought him here.” I wondered aloud
where they got the information that I

Their evangelising mission is however not void of challenges given that
most of them are baked in African
houses of formation and seminaries
and then exported to Europe and
America. They wrestle with the
challenges of cultural shock and the
struggle for integration. They are
compelled to trim down their long
homilies to about 5 minutes on
weekdays and 10 minutes on
Sundays and solemnities. Some
need to enrol for speech therapy if
they want to be understood by their
audience or interlocutor.

“ …. Fr. Eugene, I love your speech

In addition, some feel intimidated by
the complexities of inferiority inherent in some Africans in spite of their
proficiency. Even though most
western parishes are generally
very hospitable, there are isolated
cases of parishioners who may out
rightly reject a black priest, treat him
with scorn and disdain, and deny
viaticum or even the sacrament of
Anointing from him. Yet one needs a
shock absorber to cope with such
situations.
Recently, in Canada where I tender
the flock, a family invited me to
watch a basketball game and upon
arrival at the stand I was served the

but I don’t like black guys …
…. Thank God today we are best
friends.”
have never watched a basketball
game. Yet I kept my calm and
swallowed the shame.
On another occasion, a young lady
clasped my hands after Sunday mass
in the church lobby and boisterously
told me to my face: “Fr Eugene, I
love your speech (homily) but I don’t
like black guys.” She might have had
a bad experience with a bad guy so I
had to pay the price. However, I
smiled profusely and asked if she
could resist my smile and she
laughed back and hugged me and
then walked away. Thank God today
we are best of friends.

’ )

It was in the light of these challenges
that the Episcopal conferences of
Africa and Madagascar (SECAM)
and the Council of Episcopal Conferences of Europe (CCEE) during a
seminar in Abidjan in November
2010 on the theme: New situation of
the Ad Gentes mission: Exchange of
priests and pastoral agents and Training, appealed to the African church
to ensure that priests receive
adequate intellectual, pastoral,
psychological and spiritual preparation before their authorized
immigration to Europe and America
to enable them integrate har mo n i ously and cop e wi th su ch
embarrassing situations.
As Africans and Montians in particular offer missionary services to the
West, they are hoping that through
mission appeals, western churches
will support Catholic Churches in
Africa to train more priests in seminaries and houses of formation, fund
schools, hospitals and vocational
centres that will help eradicate poverty in the continent. The African
church and the Montain family in
particular must guard against wasting
vocations for we might need them in
the future. The Superior general
Brother Ruggero Valentino while
on a visit to Africa observed that
the church in Africa is young
with potentials that can be valuable in sustaining the western
Church. For this to be possible
we must handle vocations with
tender care.
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Anthony and the joy he felt on this
great occasion. Also speaking were
the Delegate Superior Fr. Ugo
Sturabotti and the Superior
General Brother Ruggero Valentini.

“Brother” Anthony was ordained
“Deacon” in Epiphany of Our Lord
Parish in Toronto by Bishop Vincent
Nguyen on Saturday, September 17th.
Attended by hundreds of people,
including friends and family the ceremony was truly beautiful. Joining him
was also all the superiors of the NAD

Deacon Anthony had been serving
as a Brother at Our Lady of Grace
in Calgary and is loved by all the
parishioners, many who were
disappointed his ordination would
not take place among them.
Deacon Anthony, whom we celebrate as the first Deacon of our
Delegation, has many family
members in Toronto, including his
precious mother. With this in mind
parishioners back in Calgary sent
him their best wishes and prayers
for a wonderful celebration.
The ceremony was capped off with
a lovely gala dinner in Epiphany’s
hall where participates were
entertained by toasts, singing
performances and delicious food!
We would like to congratulate
Deacon Anthony and his family for
this wonderful gift from God.
God Bless you, Deacon Anthony!

Delegation and our newly elected
Superior General Ruggero Valentini
all of whom were in Toronto for the
General Assembly of the Delegation.
To the delight of everyone in attendance, the Bishop spoke briefly about his
long, personal relationship with Deacon

Birthday

Wishes!

J ANUARY
0 1 M i s a s i Eg i d e (1 9 6 5 )
0 2 Mo o n j e l i J o b y (1 9 7 7 )
0 4 Hu rt ad o P a y ar es A r me n g o l (1980)
0 9 N e e ru v e l i l R o y (1 9 7 5 )
2 3 Ms g r . D e A n g e l i s N i c o l a ( 1 9 3 9 )
FEBRUARY
M ARCH
1 5 C h o o r a v a d y A n t o n y (1 9 6 4 )
2 4 C h i a n a i n S o n g Eu g e n e
3 1 K a l l a ra c k a l S h i b u (1 9 7 4 )
A PRIL
1 0 P a t t a s s e ril B i j u Ma t h e w ( 1 9 7 0 )
1 8 Chit te th Ja me s
2 4 Be rt in Fud a
MAY
0 7 Th ar ak an p a ra mb il An to n y (1968)
1 0 P a r a yi l G e o rg e (1 9 7 0 )
2 9 O w e ra R a mo n (1 9 6 4 )
J UNE
1 1 N g u y e n A n t h o n y (1 9 6 5 )
J U LY
2 8 M a n i c k a t h a n J o s e (1 9 7 4 )
A UGUST
S EPTEMBER
0 8 Valen tin i R uggero
2 2 R e t t u ra D o me n i c o (1 9 4 2 )
O C T O BE R
2 1 P u t t a n a n i c k al J i mmy ( 1 9 7 6 )
N O V EM B ER
1 2 M e k k a t t B e n n y (1 9 7 4 )
2 1 S t u r a b o t t i U g o (1 9 4 4 )
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First Parish

Walkathon
KIDS BIBLE CAMP “STEPPING OUT FOR JESUS”
Our Kids summer bible camp took place in August. An interactive way for
kids to learn about the God who created them and loves them and the
relationship they can have by opening their hearts to Jesus. This was another
great success with over 55 children from Grade 1 to Grade 5 participating
in Bible study, crafts, games, videos, songs, snacks and lots of fun.

POT LUCK SUPPER—
FEAST OF THE
EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
January 12, 2012 - This is an
important feast in our parish as it
is a very special and significant
Feast because this is our parish
feast day. Mass will be celebrated
at 5pm and then we will proceed
to the hall for our pot luck supper
where parishioners bring their
favorite dishes to share with the
community. The parish choir
sings and the youth band play at
this very popular event.

PARISH FALL BAZAAR
Saturday & Sunday, November 5
& 6 - Lots of gently used items to
purchase, tea room. Come and
enjoy a pasta lunch. Pizza and
bake table.

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH CONFERENCE IN
STEUBENVILLE, OHIO, US.
Fr. George travelled with 25 youth of our parish
on a 3-day journey to Stubenville, Ohio, USA.
The conference is specialized to address the
resources & needs of today’s Catholic teens and
young adults to stand firm in their faith. The
Sacraments were the highlight of the weekend.

ANANDA BHAVAN The Indian community at our
parish organized this event for the poor and
challenged children “Ananda Bhavan” in India.
The guests were wined and dined and danced the
evening away.
P I C N I C T I M E ! Over 320 people enjoyed a
beautiful picnic at our local Conservation Park. We
had a delicious barbeque and water melon was served
later to quench our thirst. In the afternoon Fr. George
and Fr. Guy celebrated outside mass. Later we
enjoyed music was played and the children enjoyed a
fun filled day of games. This was a great success and
a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the social aspect
of our parish community.
ZUMBA FUNDRAISER Epiphany Youth organized
a Zu mb a d an ce ma r a thon to r a ise fund s for
Hu ma n itar ian Relief Fund, Victims in the horn
region of Africa.

The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception North American Delegation (NAD) Newsletter vol. 1, Issue 5, March 2012

16

E

W

F .E

L

Nazionalità : Camerunese

Stage : (2001-2002) Communauté P.
Monti – Mimboman (Yaoundé)
Attività pastorali (catechesi press oil
Collège P. Monti - Yaoundé)
Assistenza presso la struttura di
organizzazione delle giornate
vocazionali di Yaoundé
Responsabile vendite della farmacia
Promhandicam

Battesimo : Cathédrale Saint Rosaire
de Mbalmayo Anno 1973

Ministeri : - Lettorato (2004)
Accolitato (2004)

Prima comunione : Cathédrale Saint
Rosaire de Mbalmayo 1980

Professione perpetua : Paroisse
Saint Augustin – Università
Cattolica dell’Africa Centrale
(Yaoundé) 24 settembre 2005

CURRICULUM VITAE
Nome e Cognome : Jules
Emmanuel Kolla Atangana
Data e luogo di nascita : 27/08/1973
a Nkolnsoh

Cresima : Petit Séminaire Saint Paul
de Mbalmayo Anno 1982
Postulato : Maiso Saint Joseph
d’Essos – Congregazione dei Figli
dell’Immacolata Concezione (CFIC)
– Yaoundé. Anno 1997
Noviziato : Noviciat Père Monti
(CFIC) – Sangmelima . Anno 1998
Prima professione : Cathédrale
notre Dame – Sangmelima . Anno
1999

Campo apostolico :
Responsabile del gruppo giovanile
Cathédrale Saint Rosaire de
Mbalmayo
Animatore sportivo giovanile diocesi
de Mbalmayo
Studi :
1978 – 1985 : Studi primari – Ecole
cath. St. Rosaire de Mbalmayo
Titolo : C.E.P.E (Certificato di studi
primari ed elementari)

1985 -1993 : Studi secondari – Petit
Séminaire Saint de Mbalmayo ;
Lycée de Mbalmayo
Titoli :
1989, BEPC (Brevetto di studi del
primo ciclo)
1991, Probatore D. (Esame di stato di
idoneità all’anno di maturità)
1993, Bac D. (Baccalaureato in
Scienze naturali)
1997. 1999 – 2001 : Studi filosofici
presso “l’Institut de Philosophie St.
Joseph Mukasa” – Yaoundé
Titolo : Baccalaureato in filosofia
2002 – 2005 : Studi di teologia
presso l’Università Cattolica
dell’Africa Centrale – Istituto
Cattolico di Yaoundé (UCAC).
Titolo : Baccalaureato in teologia.
2005 – 2007 : Formazione per
l’assistenza agli anziani e
handicappati all’Istituto Santa
Margherita di Montefiascone
Giugno 2007 : Sacerdote
2007 – 2009 : Cappellano all’Istituto
Santa Margherita di Montefiascone
2009 – 2012 : - Apostolato giovanile
nelle case famiglie della
Congregazione dei Figli
dell’Immacolata Concezione
(C.F.I.C) a Siracusa
- Attività pastorali nelle parrocchie
di Palazzolo (Siracusa)
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COMUNIDAD DEL BEATO LUIS
MONTI, MERIDA MEXICO

C O N F I R M AT I O N
ON 29TH JUNE 18 YOUNGSTERS OF
THE PARISH AND OTHER STATION
C H UR CH ES

R E CEI VED

T HE

CONFIRMATION
FROM THE ARCH BISHOP OF THE
YUCATAN EMILIO CARLOS. AND
ON
AUGUST 27 OTHER 24 RES AC R AM E NT OF

CEIVED

WORLD

YOUTH

THE

SAME

SACRAMENT

FROM THE AUXILIARY BISHOP,
MONS. RAFAEL PALMA.

CONGRESS

Fr. Shibu, the parish priest and the youth coordinator of sector 4th, left for Madrid
for the World Youth Congress on 5th August together with 10 youths of the parish
and came back on 18th.

VISIT OF THE

SUPERIOR DELEGATE
On May 19th 2011 Fr. Ugo made his second visit to the community. This time he
made visits to all the station churches of the parish and observed the participation and activities of these communities. Each of us had a personal talk with him
and at the end of it a community gathering in which we all reached at certain
agreements for the bettering of the community life and order. He went back to
Calgary on 23rd May

FIRST COMMUNION
T HIS YEAR WE HAD THE FIRST
COMMUNION OF 500 CHILDREN
ALTOGETHER IN THE PARISH .
F ROM THE MONTH OF J UNE TO
THE END OF A UGUST WE HAD
EVERY S UNDAY THE SACRAMENT
OF FIRST COMMUNION .

His third visit to the community was on September 2. As usual he spent almost
a week with us. He went to visit the Bishop of Campeche together with the local
superior and Brother Gustavo from Argentina and had a discussion of beginning
our presence in that diocese. After the personal talk and community meeting he
went back to Calgary on September 8th
The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception North American Delegation (NAD) Newsletter vol. 1, Issue 5, March 2012

18

COMUNIDAD DEL BEATO LUIS
MONTI, MERIDA MEXICO
RETREAT FOR
COORDINATORS
IN THIS YEAR WE CONDUCTED
THREE DIFFERENT RETREATS FOR
THE

COORDINATORS

OF

THE

PARISH.

THE PREACHERS WERE
FROM UNITED STATES AND WERE
VERY HELPFUL FOR THE PARISH.

WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS

CONGRATULATIONS &
BEST WISHES Brother Armengol!
Brother Armengol completed successfully his theological studies this last
year and was Ordained Deacon on
January 21st in Italy.
He will be returning to Mexico in a
few months for his Priestly Ordination

and then to the Formation Community
at Merida.
Fr. Egide wrote and published his
second book en español: ‘Joven Tu
Eres La Esperanza’. Felicitaciones
Padre Egide!

ARRIVAL OF THE RELICS
BLESSED JOHN PAUL II

OF

On 1st October 2011 arrived the relics of
Blessed John Paul II to the Archdiocese of
Yucatan.
Thousands and thousands of faithful as well
as others participated in Eucharistic
celebrations and in veneration.

V
A
Brother Gustavo Ferreyra, the
Superior of the Argen na
Province, visited us for the first
me on 1st September 2011. He
spent a few days in the communi‐
ty in the presence of Fr.Ugo and
went back on 6th September.

INAUGURATION OF
PARISH ACTIVITIES
THE

INAUGURATION

THE

ACTIVITIES OF THE PARISH FOR

2011 AND 2012 WAS ON
SEPT, SUNDAY, WITH A

THE YEAR
THE

4

TH

SOLEMN

CELEBRATION

OF

THE

HOLY MASS AT 6PM. THE
PASTOR, FR. SHIBU TOGETHER
WITH THE DELEGATE SUPERIOR
FR. UGO, FR. EGIDE AND FR.
ROY, CELEBRATED THE MASS AND
INVITED

People eagerly waited in the streets and
corners from morning un l night to pay
their tribute and honor the late Pope.

OF

THE

COOPERATION

OF

ALL IN THE PARISH ACTIVITIES.
BROTHER GUSTAVO AND BROTHER
ARMENGOL WERE ALSO
PRESENT.
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Bros. Jose Luis & Cesar with
Novice Master, Bro. Raul and
other priests.

The newly professed brothers with the Superior General and other CFIC
brothers

On February 19th Sunday, the CFIC
family heartily welcomed its first two
members from Mexico.
Bro. Cesar Ivan Naal Hernandez
and Bro. Jose Luis Guzman Diaz,
after completing their basic formation
and one year of novitiate, made their
First Profession of the Evangelical
Counsels, Poverty, Chastity and
Obedience.

The occasion was further solemnized
by the gracious presence of Very
Rev. Bro. Ruggero Valentini, the
Superior General of CFIC, Rev. Fr.
Ugo Sturabotti, the North American
Delegate Superior, Frs. Benny
Mekkatt and Shibu Kallarackal,
the Delegation council members.

CONGRATULATIONS
AND
HEARTY WELCOME
BROS. CESAR
& JOSE LUIS.
FELICITACIONES Y
BIENVENIDOS A
FAMILYA HERMANOS
C E S A R Y J O S E L UI S .

The Superior General, Bro. Ruggero
Valentini welcomed them in to the
CFIC family by accepting their
profession of Vows in to his hands.
Their Novice Master Bro. Raul from
Argentina, Frs. Roy Neeruvelil and
Egide Misasi, the community
members from Merida, the newly
professed brothers’ parents, siblings and several other family members were present.

Bro. Cesar

Many parishioners and well wishers
too joined for the beautiful ceremony.

Bro. Jose Luis
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OUR LADY OF GRACE
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We have now begun preparations for some of our children to receive their FIRST HOLY COMMUNION.
Pictured here is Fr. Ugo and friend showing their excitement during last year’s celebration.

THE “GRACE IN ACTION” PARISH
ASSEMBLY AND MINISTRY FAIR was
held on Sunday November 20th. After
each mass, ministry tables were set up
downstairs for parishioners to explore
ways to put their time and talents into
action for God!
To the delicious aroma and tastes of the
Knights of Columbus pancake
breakfast, volunteers showcased their
ministries with the help of some
wonderfully designed trifolds! Later the
Parish Assembly, attended by almost
100 people, included a discussion about
the past, present and future of our parish, including our Sacramental Stats,

financial reports, the ways we educate
our Children, Faith Development, our
Catholic school connection and the
opportunity for retreats and pilgrimages.
Just in time for Christmas, raffle and
door prizes included a $500 Visa Gift
Card and a personally autographed
Jerome Iginla Calgary Flames Jersey!

FEAST OF SAN MARTINO, NOVEMBER 2011
The Feast of San Martino, observed in November is
traditionally a wonderful opportunity for the City View
Fundraising Society to gather our parishioners together
in celebration. Last year was no exception with 220 of
our parishioners gathering in faith, family and fun!
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More than 150 volunteers have
come out so far in support of the
Diocesan Volunteer Screening
Program! While the rest of
Canada has had screening
programs in place for many
years, Western Canada is only
just now catching up with other
provinces. Implemented between
Feb. and Sept., the program
called for volunteer forms to be
completed and a Model Code of
Conduct to be acknowledged. Police
information checks were requested for all volunteers who work
with our elderly, our beautiful
children and/or our vulnerable.
Whether it’s liturgical, administrative, outreach, working with
our youth or with the elderly,
our volunteers stepped up to the
plate to show they are in partnership with each other, and with
God.

The Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Conception North American Delegation (NAD) Newsletter vol. 1, Issue 5, March 2012

21

OUR LADY OF GRACE
(

’ )

O

H

P
,F

L
Parishioners listen to Leader Nicky Gumble curing the presentation of the ALPHA II course.

A LIFE WORTH LIVING a.k.a.
ALPHA II is a nine-week course based
on the Book of Philippians. Our 20112012 course ran from October to January (less Christmas break).
The group enjoyed a meal together and
then watched a video presentation by

ALPHA Leader Nicky Gumble. To
demonstrate that we have a life worth
living in today’s climate of despair, the
book of Philippians highlights some of
the implications of following Christ
and the way in which our attitudes and
actions should be different, our life
renewed.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GRACE
On Saturday September 10th we celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Grace,
followed by the outdoor procession with the statue of Our Lady. During the
mass we were blessed with the opportunity to witness the Companions
renew their commitment.
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Members of Our Lady of Grace
will be traveling on a Holy
Pilgrimage to Lisbon, Fatima,
Santiago, Lourdes and Rome along
with parishioners and other clergy
from Toronto.
This exciting trip is set for Sept.
12 -26, 2012. Finishing off with
three days in Rome, this is a
pilgrimage of a lifetime for most
of our parishioners
We will be experiencing pilgrim
Masses in historic cities and sites,
especially at Fatima and Lourdes.

FR. JIMMY RETURNS TO CANADA!
We rejoice that the Lord has led Fr. Jimmy back to Our Lady of Grace after a 3‐month
absence.
Now that he is fully recovered from his illness, we are looking forward to celebrating many
masses as a family and we thank God for his safe return to us! Fr. Jimmy is pictured here
next to Fr. George Puramadathil (left) Provincial Superior of the Congregation in India.
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ST. MARY’S

Another group of volunteers,
Keith Hockert, Kathleen Abel,
and Kathleen Miley, left for
India to help and teach English
at the CFIC children’s missions
in India.

KEEPING UP TO DATE WITH

SAINT MARY’S
In the month of August, Bro. Pascal, from the Philippine delegation
joined the St.Mary’s community, in St. Paul, Mn. Bro.Paschal did his
internship of medicine in Mayo Clinci, Rochester in Minnesotta took a
few qualifying exams. He returned to Manila on February 8th 2012.
The church of St. Mary celebrated the Booya festival in the month of
October and it is the fundraising program of the church. Several people
including from the neighboring parishes attended the event. It was a very
successful event.
Frs. Antony Skaria and Benny took a short vacation to visit their families
in India and returned to the community by the end of January.

Our Lenten weekday Mass
collection this year will be for
the CFIC Children’s Missions
in India.

Some of our volunteers
have been working hard
the past few weeks
updating and enlarging our
Chapel. It is beautiful!
The re-dedication of the
chapel was held on
Sunday, March 18th.
We will use this chapel for
the weekday Masses and
also adoration on
Thursdays (except during
Lent it will be held on
Fridays).
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SANTA MARIA GORETTI
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Thanking Fr. James for his service
to Santa Maria Goretti

C

Feast of Maria Goretti

The Feast of Maria Goretti, Virgin Martyr
and our patron saint and was celebrated
very solemnly with a variety of
programs for children, youth and elderly.
There was a large participation of faithful who came together to celebrate their
faith and share the joy of being part of
the Italian parish community. After the
Solemn bilingual High Mass presided by
Fr. James Chitteth, CFIC and the solemn
procession, music, dance, games and
cultural entertainments were concluded
by the solemn Dinner. It was a great day
of the parish for all, to come together
and celebrate the joy of being together
as a "parish community" to honour the
patron saint Maria Goretti.

Santa Maria Feast Procession

25

The 25th Year of Priesthood of
our Pastor Fr. James Chitteth
CFIC was celebrated by the
parishioners with a Special
Thanksgiving Mass on 18th
December 2011.
Santa Maria Feast Spaghetti Eating Contest

Santa Maria Feast Dancers

Santa Maria Feast Gathering

Most of the faithful gathered in
the SMGC Banquet Hall to
felicitate Fr. James and share his
joy for the graces God showered
upon him, and to thank him for
the dedicated service he renders
to the Italian faithful of Santa
Maria Goretti.
Luciana Floreancig, the chair of
the Parish council and Bruno
Romano felicitated him and
Prof. Sandy Talarico read the
Archbishop Richard Smith’s s
letter of congratulation and
appreciation for the ministry of
Fr. James to the faithful at Santa
Maria Goretti.
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SANTA MARIA GORETTI
THREE YEAR NEW
EVANGELIZATION PROJECT
Santa Maria Goretti Parish launches
the First Year of its “Three Year
New Evangelization Project” in line
with the pastoral priorities of the
Archdiocese. A VISION FOR

VIA CRUCI

SMG:
NEW
EVANGELIZATION PROJECT: YEAR ONE
(2012) “KNOWING MY FAITH” “There is nothing more beautiful than
to know Jesus Christ and to tell others
of our friendship with him.” (Benedict
XVI).
Starting with the Lent 2012, Rev. Dr.
James Chitteth, Pastor of Santa Maria
Goretti Parish launched his “Vision
for SMG: A Three-Year Pastoral
Plan / Project of New Evangelization”, aimed at revitalizing the parish
life of all SMG parishioners, in
consultation and agreement with the
Parish Pastoral Council.
The project consists of a variety of
programs embracing all aspects of our
parish life, namely:
Faith Formation though word of God,
Eucharistic Adorations, Healing Mass,
Reaching Out programs for the sick,
Visiting all families, Chris-teen,
Jesus Youth,
Vocation Promotion,
Time Bank, Bread for all Project,
Sponsoring Mission, etc.
As a starting point, we began with a
weekly Eucharistic Adoration on
every Friday of the week and a monthly Healing Mass Celebration for all
the sick persons, on every third
Thursday of the month.

CONFIRMATION

S ANTA M ARIA G ORETTI P ARISH HAD THE “S ECOND LARGEST GROUP OF
YOUTH ” IN THE A RCHDIOCESE OF E DMONTON TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
W ORLD Y OUTH D AY 2011, IN M ADRID .
T HE G ROUP

WAS LEAD BY THE A SSOCIATE P ASTOR F R . J OBY M OONJELY ,
WHO ALSO VISITED R OME AND L OURDES WITH THE Y OUTH G ROUP .

World Youth Day Group

World Youth Day Group receives a blessing
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